A result in the algebra of binomial X-rings implies that triviality of Adams operations in topological K-theory or in group representation theory implies triviality of the whole K-ring.
In [l] we noted that for a finite group G, the representation ring R(G)
can only be binomial when G is the trivial group. The proof involved explicit identification of the Adams operations. However, the fact is much more basic as the following theorem shows. We remark that it is not the case that K(X) = Z forces a space to be 
